Six nominal species of Parascutigera Verhoeff , 1904, from the Wet Tropics of north Queensland, Australia, have recently been revised as a single species, P. guttata Verhoeff , 1925. A new species from central-and south-eastern Queensland, Parascutigera peluda n. sp., is readily distinguished from P. guttata by its long, dense tergal spicula, a derived character shared with congeners from New Caledonia.
Introduction
With 25 named species or subspecies of Scutigeromorpha, Australia harbours about one quarter of described global diversity for this centipede order (Stoev & Geoff roy 2004; Minelli 2006) . Th e validity of numerous species-group taxa in the Australian biota is in need of critical evaluation. Seventeen of the 25 available names were proposed by Verhoeff (1925) in his study of collections from the 1910-1913 Mjöberg expedition to Queensland and Western Australia. Six nominal species of Parascutigera Verhoeff , 1904, named therein from a few localities on the Atherton Tableland of north Queensland have been reinterpreted in the context of variation exhibited by new collections, and they are viewed as a single species to which the name P. guttata Verhoeff , 1925 , is applied (Edgecombe & Giribet 2009 .
If the Parascutigera example from north Queensland is instructive for showing that some described Australian species were taxonomically over-split, it is counterbalanced by the discovery of new diversity of Australian Scutigeromorpha. Until recently, published taxonomic works were confi ned to collections by late 19 th and early 20 th century
European and American expeditions, lacked thorough geographic coverage, and especially under-sampled arid parts of Australia. Some species described on the basis of very limited material have proved to be common, widely distributed taxa when seen in the light of modern fi eld surveys (Edgecombe & Barrow 2007) . Th e present study introduces a new species of Parascutigera from open forest and rainforest in central-and southeastern Queensland (Fig. 1) . Generic classifi cation in a clade that unites Parascutigera and Allothereua Verhoeff , 1905, is in fl ux because the type species of Parascutigera, P. dahli Verhoeff , 1904 , from the Bismarck Archipelago, Papua New Guinea, has not been incorporated into a phylogenetic framework that includes molecular sequence data. Molecular analyses show that collectively these genera are monophyletic, and that they include most species diversity in the Australian biota, but each genus as traditionally delimited is itself polyphyletic (Edgecombe & Giribet 2009) . Th e distinction between the two based on traditional morphological characters amounts to a single diagnostic feature, whether bristles on the tergal plates are accompanied by large unpaired spines (Allothereua) or whether such unpaired spines are wholly lacking and bristles have a spine on each side near their base (Parascutigera). In the present study the traditional generic criteria are used, and morphology provides a clear signal that the 
